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Yet manufacturing jobs rermain an important part of the
state's economy because they pay higher wages than many
10obs in other sectors.

Masley pays his assembly workers $8.50 to more than $£15 an hour, depending on skill
and experience,

"Hirng people in the cty and not exporting jobs 15 important,” said Baker, "Frank and
Donna Masley are great examples of the creative energy that s helping to bring
prosperity to the Wilmington area.”

Supplying the military

The wars in Irag and Afghanistan have created opportunities for several local
manufacturers, including the DuPont Cao., which has several contracts with the military,
including one for $70 million to supply soldiers with fireproof outfits made out of DuPont
Momesy fibers.

Last vear, Global Secure Corp., a Washington-based firm with a plant in Bear, acquired a
2 million contract with the Army to provide troops with 3 cooling vest known as a body -
ventilation system.

still, winning large, long-term contracts is a challenge for smaller companies like Masley
Enterprises.

In 2005, Masley managed to win a contract with the &rmy that generated about £1
million in sales, He expanded his work force to 20 people and sold 22,000 glaves,

Since then, Masley has struggled to compete against an estimated 19 other glove
suppliers to the military -- some of which are larger companies with multiple
manufacturing sites. Masley had to lay off more than half his workers.

Because Masley has a small operation and each glove has to be stitched by hand, his
product s more expensive to make, Each glove costs about £30, or about £60
wholesale.

Meeting the challenge

After retiring from professional luge, or sledding, Masley worked at \W.L. Gore &
Associates for 11 yvears,

For yvears, Masley used his skills as a mechanical engineer at Gore to work with glove
manufacturers using Gore products,

He often suggested techniques and designs that companies could use to improve the
performance of their gloves, but he found them hesitant to take him up on his best
Ideas. That is why he decided to start his own business,

So far, it's as though he is preparing for yet another Olympic challenge -- taking his
business to the next level,

He already hias his troops rallving for him,

Sherreda Smith, 27, of Claymont, was laid off from Masley about four months last year,
but is now back working again.

'It's hard with layoffs,” said Smith, a mother of three children, "But I am expecting the
company to go further, That's why I stay here with them, I do believe the campany will
expand.”
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